Separation of powers
· Trias Politica
· Described by Baron de Montesquieu in 17th century

· Model for governance of democratic states
·  The main purpose is to limit the chance of creation absolute power.

· Political power is generally divided into 3 branches
Montesquieu ´s model

· Political power divided into 3 branches -  executive,  legislature,  judiciary

· Based on British constitutional system – king, parliament and courts of law

· He believed British constitutional system to be independent 
· Actually, the British system was no so independent at all because executive and legislature was closely connected

Government systems

· 2 main  governance systems :  Presidential government  and Parliamentary government
· Powers seperation is closely connected to Presidential government and Fusion of power is common for Parliamentary government

· Of course exist mixed systems
· Fusion of powers 
·  one branch is supreme

· The legislature is elected by the people and this elected legislature then set together the executive branch

· Separation of powers 

·  branches are equal and more independent to each other
· The executive is elected by all the people or by other ways but it is not created by legislature

Parliamentary systems

Advantages of Presidential Systems

Direct mandate — in a presidential system, the president is generally elected directly by the people. To some, this makes the president's power more legitimate than that of a leader appointed indirectly.

Speed and decisiveness — some argue that a president with strong powers can usually enact changes quickly. However, others argue that the separation of powers slows the system down.

Disadvantages of Presidential Systems

Tendency towards authoritarianism — some political scientists say that presidentialism is not constitutionally stable. According to some political scientists, such as Fred Riggs, presidentialism has fallen into authoritarianism in almost every country it has been attempted.

Difficult leadership change — it is claimed that the difficulty in removing an unsuitable president from office before his or her term has expired represents a significant problem.

Checks and balances
· Described by Baron de Montesquieu
· This system guarantees that no branch become a supreme and makes them cooperate
· Each branch has some power to limit another branch

· For example legislative writes and enacts some law, but executive is able  to veto the law. If the law is agreed by executive, the judicial has power to determine which laws apply to concrete case and whether some law is or isn´t in disagreement with constitution
Other branches

· Press 

· fourth power

· Influence over public opinion

· Indirectly influence over branches of government – voice of people

· Watergate scandal

Watergate scandal

In the year 1972, 3 men were captured in the building called Watergate. They were trying to put camcorders and microphones into the office of Democratic party to get information useful for 
        re-election Richard Nixon, at the time president of the USA, member of  Republican party. Because of 2 journalists,  new evidences were found. These evidences showed that Nixon knew about it. Two years after, because of this scandal, Richard Nixon was the first president of the USA who abdicated.
· People
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